
 
 
 

WALL'S ICE CREAM 
1967 SKY RAY/ DOCTOR WHO PROMOTION 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 
In late 1966, just as Patrick Troughton was making his first appearance in The Power of the 
Daleks, T. Wall & Son (Ice Cream) Ltd of Gloucester contacted BBC Enterprises indicating that 
they would be interested in arranging a Doctor Who promotion the following year to tie in with their 
newly-shaped Sky Ray ice lolly. Their initial idea was to create a series of 36 collectable picture 
cards, each one featuring an instalment of a specially-written Doctor Who and the Daleks story, 
together with an accompanying full-colour illustration. One card would then be contained a special 
pocket inside each Sky Ray wrapper. It was later decided that Wall's would also produce an 
accompanying 28-page album in which the cards could be stuck, along with 30-second television 
advert (which you'll find on the Special Features menu of this DVD). 
 
Agreement was quickly reached with the BBC and with Terry Nation that the Daleks would only 
feature in the illustrations on twelve of the 36 cards, although they could be referred to in the 
accompanying story on a further six cards. It was also agreed that Wall's would not use the 
likeness of either William Hartnell or Patrick Troughton in their representation of the character. 
 
The artist chosen by Wall's to illustrate the cards was Patrick Williams, who would later go on to 
draw a number of Doctor Who comic strips for Polystyle Publications TV Comic Holiday Specials 
and Annuals between 1967 and 1970. On 22 November 1966, the BBC were sent a copy of the 
story synopsis for the promotion, entitled Dr. Who on Zaos, as well as Patrick Williams' drawings 
showing their intended characterisation for the Doctor. Given the restrictions, it was very clear that 
Williams' had chosen to go for an amalgam of Hartnell and Troughton's appearance in his 
depiction. 
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Initially, the contract was for a six-month promotion to run between April and September 1967. 
Later, as the promotion had proven to be a successful one for Wall's, the company had been 
hoping to extend their rights so that they could also feature Doctor Who on their Australian 
products. However, around this time, Terry Nation was planning to create his own independent 
television series starring the Daleks, due to be filmed in colour, which he hoped would launch his 
creations into the American market. As such, Nation had informed the BBC that he would be 
withdrawing his permission for the BBC to exploit the Daleks, both in the UK and worldwide, as of 
31 December 1967. This rather shocked the Wall's management, as they anticipated they still had 
enough stock of the Sky Ray promotion to see them through to March 1968. Their contact was duly 
altered to allow them to sell the product up until the end of 1967, but it's not known if any further 
extension beyond this was granted. 
 
In July 1967, Wall's wrote to the BBC informing them that "pirate ice cream retail vans have been 
operating in the London area with red and orange Daleks prominently displayed on the roof above 
the driver's cab." Wall's and BBC Enterprises joined forces to try and track down the pirates, with 
Wall's agreeing that "perhaps your own Daleks may be the best people to trace and exterminate 
these foreigners!" 
 

With thanks to Unilever UK, BBC Written Archives, Colin Young, Philip Bhullar,  
Gordon Hendry & James Price 



































































































































 
 
 

 

 
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 

 
 

This section features the promotional Sky Ray wrapper, as well as the variants of the advertising 
placed in comics as well as the various forms of shop display material. 
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TELEVISION ADVERT 

 
 
As part of the contract with BBC Enterprises, Wall's were given permission to promote their Doctor 
Who connection, both in children's comics and by means of a television advertisement. The 
production of the advert (as per the rest of the promotion) was handled by the international 
advertising agency, Lintas Limited. 
 
Although the BBC had initially stipulated that Wall's could not use the specific likeness of either 
Hartnell or Troughton in the promotion, it seems they had no problem with the idea of Lintas using 
Patrick Troughton to play the Doctor in the television advert, on the proviso that he didn't speak. 
The actor was duly contacted by the agency, but the fee Troughton asked for was deemed to be 
too high, and so a different actor was chosen for the role. 
 
Both the BBC and Terry Nation agreed that the Daleks could also appear in the advertisement, for 
which they would be paid £250 for up to 275 transmissions across the commercial network. On this 
basis, the BBC agreed to loan two Daleks for the filming, one of which was already in Wall's 
possession in January 1967, having been used for the company’s sales conferences that month. 
Lintas also asked if there was any possibility of borrowing the Doctor's costume from the BBC, but 
they were informed that as the Corporation didn't have a spare, they would have to prepare their 
own. 
 
The advertisement was filmed at the beginning of March 1967 (and can be viewed on the Special 
Features section of his DVD) and was first seen on television at the beginning of June that year. 
The following illustration is the original storyboard submitted to the BBC for approval. 
 
Production Company:  Rayant TV 
Director:   Tony Lowes 
Artists:    Gerry Grant, Monica Deitrich 
Cameraman:   Hilton Graig 
Music:    Johnny Johnston 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN ROUGHS 

 
 
The following illustrations are the original design roughs from Wall's for the Dr. Who's Space 
Adventure Book album and the advertising that would appear in children's comics. This section 
also contains Patrick Williams' original concept drawing for the Sky Ray Doctor as well as the 
submitted story outline for Dr. Who on Zaos. 
 
Wall's were asked by BBC Enterprises to remove all references to the Daleks from the Space 
Raiders Battle Game in the middle of the album as this conflicted with the rights given to another 
manufacturer who was producing a boxed game under licence. 
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