
 
 
 

NESTLÉ DOCTOR WHO CHOCOLATE 
1971 PROMOTION 

 
In 1971, Nestlé released the first of two sets of milk chocolate bars tying in with 
Doctor Who. The second set would arrive in 1975 when Tom Baker took over the 
role. 
 
The promotion featured 15 different collectable wrappers, each featuring a separate 
instalment of a specially written story entitled Doctor Who Fights Masterplan "Q", with 
the Doctor and Jo battling against The Master, who had only recently been 
introduced into the television series. 
 
There were two separate 48-bar counter display boxes for this promotion, showing 
different drawings of the Third Doctor. It is believed that this change came about 
because Jon Pertwee objected to image of him on the original box. 
 
Objections also came over the depiction of Bessie on the counter display box. When 
Bessie was first introduced to the series, the WHO 1 licence plate was already 
owned by a member of the public, so agreement was reached whereby Bessie's real 
number plate, MTR 5 would only be replaced with WHO 1 when filming. However, 
the real owner was very perturbed to find that the number had appeared on the 
Nestlé box. The BBC apologised but specified that they would not be asking Nestlé 
to change any of their promotional material. 
 
Retrospective payments also had to be made to Siva Engineering, who had built 
Bessie. The BBC had issued a licence to Nestlé to use the likenesses of Jon 
Pertwee, Katy Manning and Roger Delgado, but some of the reference material 
supplied to the company also showed Bessie, which Nestlé had reproduced in good 
faith, not realising that there was a separate copyright involved on the vehicle. As a 
result, the BBC offered Siva Engineering 7½% of the royalties received from Nestlé.  
 

With thanks to Phillip Bhullar and Christopher Hill 
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